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9 Differentiation
i Strategies

e For each strategy there are links to a PowerPoint
presentation, planning documents and blank worksheets.

e The PowerPoint provides:
e A description of the strategy and when it is used.

e A "Try It" section that includes step-by-step
instructions for using the planning documents and
worksheets to create specific lessons you can use
tomorrow in your classroom.

e Discussion questions and suggestions.

e Resources and materials for further reading.



An Overview of all
Differentiation Strategies

on the
Concept Map



i Centers/Stations

e Centers/Stations are specific areas throughout the
classroom that contain independent learning activities for
students to complete. Students can complete these
activities during transitional times, during specific
“station” time, after finishing assigned work or at other
times specified by the teacher.



i Interest Inventories

* Interest Inventories are tools to identify student
Interests in a variety of areas.

* Interest Inventories are not necessarily content
related but may look at many different interest
areas.

» Once these interests are identified learning
experiences can be developed to provide
opportunities for students to explore a facet of
their area of interest.



i Tic-Tac-Toe Menu

e The Tic-Tac-Toe Menu is a tool to teach and support
independent work skills.

e This strategy allows the teacher to use approaches such
as Bloom’s Taxonomy and Gardener’s Multiple
Intelligences to create activities that respect students’
individual preferences and learning styles.

e The Tic-Tac-Toe Menu allows students to select a series
of activities to complete.












i Learning Contracts

e Contracts are negotiated agreements between the
teacher and student.

e Contracts provide the student with some freedom in
acquiring skills and understandings what the teacher
deems important based on Content Standards.

e Student choices can include:
- what is to be learned (content)
- working conditions (process)
- how information will be applied or expressed
(assessment)






i Tiering

e Tiering matches instruction with students’ needs.

e Tiering allows students to begin learning where they are
e Tiered lessons allow modifications of working conditions
based on learning style

e Tiering allows for reinforcement or extension of
concepts and principles based on student readiness

e Tiering uses a variety of resource materials at differing
levels of complexity and with different learning modes

e Tiered lessons adjust tasks by complexity, abstractness,
and independence to ensure appropriate challenge.










