
Ref lect on
Learning

,'rrir, l¡,i,,1,:. ":

1. lhink dæply l0 make releränl mRnee'tions

2. Ask quality and rlarilicalion quest¡ons

3. Use evidenæ and reåsonlng l0 support th¡nldng

4. Analyze, reason, and e\,aluale

5. lnterpret information beyond surlace learning

6. Synthæize divers¿ ideas

7. Solve relevant and complex problens

L Make reasoned decisions

9. Gene¡ate and evaluale options prior lo makng dècisions

10. tocus on dela¡ls lo der¡ve nìeaning

11, Apply higher levels of thought h real-rvorlcl sih¡alions

12. Think critically on a daily basis

13. Use criteda to judge the value ol idæs and solulions

Engage in
Problem Solving

i4. Engaçe in reflæ{¡ve thinHng
1 5. F0tlûlv p¡/ì0blem-Sofv¡ng sttps
16.0ue$lon the østibifity. aæuraúy, and relevanclof

inloymation and sources

17. Wellinforn¡ed

l8.Mlling to consiUer rnulliple pÊßpætivæ

19" Sæk *ew and betler solutions

20. Explore alternalives

21. Examiæ diverse polnts ol view

22.Vaìue antl respecl idæs ol oùers
23.ûteslion u$ai is read. hearG,0t sæn
Z4^Assess eor$eqænoes of aetbns or idæs

25,Til¡nk inúependÞntly and in eonærl with otlprs



CRITICAL THINKING

Critical thinking is that mode of thinking - about any subject,
content, or problem - in which the thinker irnproves the quality of
his or her thinking by skillfully taking charge of the structures
inherent in thinking and imposing intellectual standards upon
them.

The Result
A well cultivated critical thinker:

. raises vital questions and problems, formulating them clearly
and precisely;

. gathers and assesses relevant information, using abstract
ideas to interpret it effectively comes to well-reasoned
conclusions and solutions, testing them against relevant criteria
and standards;

. thinks open-mindedly within alternative systems of thought,
recognizing and assessing, as need be, their assumptions,
implications, and practical consequences; and

. Gorrrrunicates effectively with others in figuring out solutions to
complex problems.

Critical thinking is, in short, self-directed, self-disciplined, self-
monitored, and self-corrective thinking. lt presupposes assent to
rigorous standards of excellence and mindful command of their
use. lt entails effective communication and problem solving
abilities.

(Taken from Richard Paul and Linda Elder, The Miniqture Guide to
Critical Thinking Concepts and Tools, Foundation for Critical
Thinking Press, 2008)



Objectives For
Active Questioning

1. The student will demonstrate an ability to articulate questions clearly during
partnering and/or group activities.

2. Th;e student will use convergent and divergent active questioning to under-
take library research in order to gather data for the completion of assignments.

3. The student will use active questioning skills to apply, analyze, synthesize
and evaluate printed materials to accomplish learning activities.

4. The student will use mindMaps to demonstrate an understanding of the five
types of active questioning: Quantity, lVhat if...?, Point of View, Com-
pare/Contrast, and How come...?.

5. The student will use active questioningto develop a more positive self concept
by recognizing and using his/her abilities, becoming more self-directed and appre-
ciating likenesses and differences among himself/herself and others.

6. The student will use active questioning to produce examples of authentic
assessment for a personal portfolio.

7. The student will show originality by expressing unusual, uncommon re-
sponses while composing questions.

8. The student will use active questioning techniques to describe his/her feelings
and values.

9. The student will predict many different causes/effects for given situations by
creating many varied divergent questions.

10. The student will use active questioning skills to recognize the goals and
objectives of a group by working toward consensus in cooperative learning situ-
ations.
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SKINNY QUESTIONS

Wn¡r ts rwo pLUS rwo?

C¡N you NAME THE ANTMAL

cALLED MAN'S BEST

rnleNo?

Lrsr rne cHARAcTERS tN

THE sroRy Gor_olr_ocxs

ANo Tne TnRee Beens.

Wner coLoR ls Mrcxev
MousE's Nose?

Wxer ANTMAL LooKS LIKE A

HORSE BUT HAS STRIPCS?

Flrr QUESTTONS

Whaú are aII úhe ways
you ean úhink of úo

say,four?

IIow are dogs
and caús alilre and

differenf?

IIow would you feel if
you found a bear hid.

Íng in your room?

Whaú if your nose
were on úop of your

head?

IIow come zebras
have súnipes but

horses dontt?
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"SKINNY' Questions and úrtr)\T', euestions

The purpose of active questioning is to increase the number of questions that
children ask (fluency) plus raise the level of complexity and creativity (flexibility).
Sometimes a complex process like questioning is *udu easier by simplifying the
terminologSt Students will have fun identifyrng basic recall, ðoorrrig.rrt, iight
ans\ryer questions-as "Skinny" questions and more complex, divergent, open-enãed
questions as "Fat" questions. Appropriate illustrations along with different com-
puter printing fonts will also help in the identification pro."rr.
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A Symbol for "Fat" Questions

Frg

A Symbol for "Skinny" euestions
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