ACTIVITES TO DEVELOP CREATIVE THINKING Lori Cowan; Tonie Sivert

List flavors of ice cream.

Think of a new flavor of ice cream.

Invent a new kind of ice cream. Give it a name.

Paste a picture of an ice cream cone in the middle of a piece of paper. Use other art media to
add details. Describe the results.
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Name things that you write with.
Think of new uses for pencils other than writing.
Invent a new name for pencils that have been chewed by their owners.
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Use the letters in p-e-n-c-i-l to make new words.

List different breeds of dogs.

Find out what you can about short-haired dogs.

Design an owner’s manual for dog care.

Draw a picture of a dog and label its parts. What can you add to make it more interesting?
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Name types of food you cook in the oven.
Can you think of a different way to cook pizza? How would you cook it?
What is a new, original way to cook food?
Add details to make a round cake into something else.
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Make a list of junk food.

If you were a candy bar, what would a wrapper mean to you?
Design a new candy bar and give it a name.

How can you combine sweet and sour to make something new?
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List things that are blue or have the word blue in them.

How would yellow look at blue?

Think of a title for a sheet of blue paper.

Plan a party using a “blueberry” theme. Add details to make it unique.
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Name different types of money.

What other things is a quarter good for?

Devise a new way to locate lost money.

Write a math story problem to show $50.00 plus $50.00=5$100.00.
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List things that you know about school.

How is a bookshelf like a chair?

Design and draw a picture of your perfect student desk and give it a creative title.
What would you add to school to make it more beautiful?

List things that are free.

Write 3 sentences using the word “free”.

Create a conversation between “free” and “buy”.
Finish the story that begins with “free”.

Make a list of things you can cut with scissors.
What else could you use scissors for?
Create a new way to cut out a pattern without using scissors.
Take a small piece of paper and add details to make it into something interesting.

List things that are “sneaky”.

What ideas can you get about “sneaky” by thinking about a cat?
Create a new meaning for “sneaky”.

Write a story about what ‘sneaky” means to you.

List things that are soft.

Which is softer, yellow or blue?

Create a new recipe for “softness”.

Make a word web about “soft”. Write down everything related to “soft”.

Name things that are “wet”

Instead of just protecting yourself from the rain, what else is an umbrella good for?
Of all of the things that keep you dry, design something unique to keep you dry.
What could be added to a goldfish to make it a new species?

Make a list about what you know about Egypt.

Think of 2 sentences you could write without using any words if you lived in ancient Egypt.
Draw a new unusual pyramid and include how you would arrange the interior.

Create a game and include mummies, food, and cats.



Make a list of things that can fly.

How can you catch a flying insect without using a net?

Describe a new animal that can fly and name it.

What could be added to an airplane to create a new airline? Explain.
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1. Name animals with four legs.

2. Create a conversation between 2 animals of your choice.

3. Describe a new animal that might become a new household pet.
4. Plan a party using a “dog” theme.

Name things that you can comb your hair with.

Instead of just combing your hair, what else could a comb be used for?

What would you use to comb your hair if you could not use a comb or a brush?

Add details to make the shape of a comb and brush into something new and interesting.
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List things that come in packages.

What are other uses for a napkin?

Design a new unusual way to package items such as ice cream, papers, cereal, etc.
Write a news article with a headline “Packages of the Future”
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Make a list of desserts.

What would be your ideal dessert?

Create a new dessert and list 4 ingredients.

Add a new ingredient and describe how it would change the taste of your cake.
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Make a list of things that are small.

If you were an ant, what would you use for a bed?

Write a story about “A day in the Life of a dot”.

Good things come in small packages. Draw an original package that includes good, small
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things and include a description.

1. Make a list of things that are orange.
2. In what ways are an orange and a football alike?
3. Create a new “orange” food.



4. Using the letter (O), create an interesting design.
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Make a list of things that smell.

What is the smell of “fun”?

Design a new type of vase to keep flowers fresher longer.

If you could smell a sound, what would it smell like? Add details.

Make a list of music symbols.

What might be some reasons for using music symbols/

Create a music symbol game for 2 players using 5 cards or less.

Design a new music symbol and describe how it would improve music.

Name things that are found in a bedroom.

Think of a way to use a blanket other than as a cover.

Invent an original machine to help you clean your room.

Given an outline of a house, draw in the rooms and special features.

List everything you know about chocolate.

If you were a morsel, what would heat mean to you?

Design a puzzle with different types of chocolate for a friend to solve.

Make a thumbprint of you thumb in melted chocolate. Add details to make it into something

else.

Make a list of emotions.
Describe you mood as a weather forecast.
Design a chart that shows various moods and their accompanying colors.

Write a song using the letters in the word rainbow.

Write down things associated with the month of December.

Find several different ways to show the idea of giving.
Create a new holiday for the month of December and describe how you would celebrate it.
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Put a picture of an evergreen tree in the middle of a piece of paper. Use other art media to add

details. Describe the result.

Write down things associated with the month of October.

Draw three things that you could do with a “broom”.

Create a new holiday in October and describe how you would celebrate it.

Pick a letter with a tail. Make the tail longer and create an interesting design with the letter.

Write down things associated with the month of November.

How could you cook Thanksgiving dinner without a stove, oven, or microwave?
Create a new holiday in November and describe how you would celebrate it.

Using the basic format of a 5 letter line, create your own poem about giving thanks.

Write down things associated with the month of April.

How many different words fit into this sentence: Aprilisthe ___ to
Create a new holiday in April and describe how you would celebrate it.
Complete this sentence, “Wishes, like butterflies,



