Around the World in 80 Days

This unit can be used cross curricular and cross grade level.

Class will be divided into small groups
Groups will be assigned sequential tasks which must be completed in order
Each group will be doing either identical or very similar tasks to ensure all students are
able to get the full educational experience
Tasks will vary to an extent based on grade level and content area
The goal is to complete all the given tasks within a given amount of time (maybe 30
minutes) and “escape the room.”
Groups will be competing against each other to see which groups can “escape” the
fastest.
The teacher has the responsibility of keeping the competition close to ensure success for
all students.
Students will be “traveling around the world,” and will have to stay on 3 different
continents of their choice (possibly excluding Antarctica).
Each continent will have a unique task assigned to it which can vary based on the
content area and grade level.
While elementary teachers may want to include all subject areas, middle and high school
teacher can focus on their specific content areas.
Possible activities for each subject area could include:
- Math: currency (unit conversions, counting money, etc. depends on grade level.
- English: writing journals/travel guides based on continent and grade level
- Reading: reading excerpts based on continent and grade level
- Social Studies: exploration of a cultural aspect of the country (religion?)
- Science: temperature, climate, biomes, weather, plant life and wildlife, maybe
some form of experiment that is related to the continent.

Example: 7th grade cross curriculum task. Students have to pick 3 continents to visit on their
trip around the world and have 30 minutes to complete their journey. The students may pick
which continent they may visit first second and third.

For each continent students will need to
1. Convert their money from dollars to a currency from a country in that continent
(Euros in Europe for example)
2. Identify a major religion from the continent and write down 2 of the religion’s main
beliefs
3. Write one “journal” about their “experience” in that country.
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